THE RICHARD ONSLOW
CRANLEIGH TRAIL, SURREY
Moderate Terrain

6 miles
Circular
3 hours

The Richard Onslow is a historic pub
packed with period features, with a
modern and unfussy approach to
service and food.
A 6 mile circular pub walk from The Richard Onslow in
Cranleigh, Surrey. The walking route explores the
surrounding stunning Surrey countryside, heading north
along a stretch of the Downs Link former rail path before
returning along the Wey South Path, through woodlands
and meadows. There are stunning views of the North
Downs and chance to see skylarks in the meadows,
before heading back through Cranleigh School and
Cranleigh Church, both with famous connections.

Getting there
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Cranleigh is a large village in Surrey, located about 8
miles south-east of Guildford. The walk starts and
finishes outside The Richard Onslow pub in the centre of
the village on Cranleigh High Street. If you are coming by
public transport, there are bus stops directly outside the
pub. If you are coming by car, the parking immediately
outside the pub is limited to just one hour. However, the
pay-and-display car park on Knowle Lane (priced at 40p
per hour in March 2018) is just a one-minute walk from
the pub.
Approximate post code GU6 8RD.

Walk Sections
Go

1 Start to Railway Cottages

Access Notes
1. The walk includes only gentle gradients. It follows the
surfaced Downs Link on the outward leg, then
unsurfaced paths through woodlands and meadows,
with some stretches that can become very muddy after
periods of rain and in winter.
2. You will need to negotiate several gates, bridges and
two stiles (both of which have adjacent dog gaps).
3. There is no livestock on route, but there is a chance you
may come across horses in one of the fields.
4. There are a couple of road crossings that need care.
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Standing on the pavement with your back to The Richard
Onslow, walk ahead for a few paces to reach the bus stop and
pub sign. Cross over the High Street with care to take Knowle
Lane opposite (there is a drop-kerb crossing point just to your
right should you need this). Follow Knowle Lane to pass the
pay-and-display car park on your right, then just 5 paces later,
turn right through a metal-gate-side gap to reach a junction with
a surfaced path – the Downs Link. Turn right to join this.
The Downs Link is a 36-mile footpath and bridleway, running
between St Martha’s Hill in Surrey (on the North Downs Way)
and Steyning in West Sussex (on the South Downs Way). It
follows the line of two former railways, the Cranleigh Line and
the Steyning Line, both of which were closed during the
Beeching Cuts in the 1960s.
Follow the Downs Link path ahead, passing along the outskirts
of Cranleigh and then crossing the entrance drive (passing by
two gates) for the former Railway Cottages on your left.
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Cottages to River
2 Railway
Crossing

point where an impressive iron-truss bridge once carried the
railway over the old Wey and Arun Canal.
In 1816, The Wey and Arun Junction Canal opened to great
fanfare, linking the Wey Navigation near Guildford to the south
coast via the Arun Navigation. Conceived during the Napoleonic
Wars, the canal was intended to provide a safe, efficient route
from London to Portsmouth to carry goods supplying the
dockyards. In its heyday, the canal did carry many tons of cargo
but the end of the war with France, and the arrival of the
railways, sounded the death knell for the Wey and Arun as a
business, and by 1871 it was formally closed. The Wey and
Arun Canal Trust is currently working to restore several
stretches of the waterway.
Stay with the Downs Link and, about 300 metres after the canal
crossing, you will come to a waymarker post on your left (just
before an old bench), marking a footpath crossroads. Turn right
here to join the signed footpath, passing between old concrete
gateposts. Follow the path with woodland on your left and an
open field on your right. The path leads you past a beautiful
woodland lake on your left and continues (you may need to
cross an old fallen tree) through a pretty stretch of coppiced
woodland.
At the end of the lake, you will see a waymarker post ahead.
Turn left here and follow the path through the trees and then
continuing along the right-hand edge of an open grass clearing.
At the far side of the clearing you will emerge onto Run
Common Road. Turn right (crossing the old Wey and Arun
Canal) for just 15 paces and then turn right again to join the
public footpath, part of the Wey South Path.
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4 Wey South Path to Farm Track

Continue along the Downs Link, going straight ahead at a
crossroads with a footpath and then passing under a tall arched
bridge which carries the B2130 overhead. Stay with the Downs
Link which now leads you through sections of woodland and
open countryside. Ignore any side footpaths and, after about
1800 metres, you will cross the River Wey (on a bridge with
brick walls each side).
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Crossing to Wey South
3 River
Path

Follow this woodland path ahead, with the old canal running on
your right. Beyond the woodland, your canal-side path
continues with fenced fields on your left. As you reach a
fingerpost ahead, turn left to cross the stile (there is a gap for
dogs to the left of the stile) to enter a rough grass paddock. With
your back to the stile, turn immediately right to follow the
obvious, worn grass path. The path cuts diagonally across the
field and then runs immediately alongside the fenced River Wey
(on your left). You will see the farmhouse of East Whipley Farm
on the far side of the river.
The path swings steadily left and then leads you over a wide
footbridge across the River Wey. At the far side, turn right and
then, just after the wide metal gate on your left, cross the stile
(with dog gap) alongside this gate. You will emerge to a Tjunction with a concrete farm track, marked as a public
bridleway.

Continue on the Downs Link, with the River Wey now
meandering across to your right. Further along, you will cross a
staggered bridge, with a beautiful old brick wall first on your left
and, 40 metres later, a similar wall on your right. This marks the
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5 Farm Track to Rowly Farm

Walk directly ahead along the left-hand edge of the grass field
and, at the far side, continue ahead on the enclosed grass path.
You will have the fenced sports fields of Cranleigh School on
your right and ahead you will be able to see the school
buildings. Stay with the enclosed grass path and, eventually, it
swings right to reach a grass clearing with benches overlooking
the all-weather pitches.
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Weather Pitches to
7 All
Horseshoe Lane Crossing

Turn right to join the farm track. A little way along, the track
leads you over a bridge with tall wooden sides to reach a track
fork. Take the left-hand branch, which heads into the corner of
an open grass field and then ends. Continue on the grass track,
which leads you across the centre of the grass field (initially
following the route of the power lines and passing the brick and
timber farmhouse of Bridgeham Farm across to your right).
At the far side of this first field, the grass track leads you across
a small stream within a small copse and then continues along
the left-hand edge of a second grass field. When the trees on
your left end, simply keep ahead on the grass bridleway through
the centre of open grassland. This habitat is perfect for ground
nesting birds so keep to the path and listen out for the beautiful
sound of skylarks in the spring months. There are beautiful
views of the North Downs across to your left.
At the far side of the grassland, continue ahead on the public
bridleway, with the buildings of Rowly Farm immediately on your
left and a hedgerow running on your right.
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Farm to All Weather
6 Rowly
Pitches

Turn left to follow the path with the all-weather pitches on your
right. Beyond the pitches, keep ahead on the concrete driveway
to reach a T-junction with a school access road. Turn right and
follow the access road through the school buildings and a
parking area. At the next T-junction, turn right again. This
roadway passes the corner of the all-weather pitches on your
right before swinging steadily left, with the cricket pitch and
pavilion across to your right and more school buildings on your
left.
Cranleigh School is an independent boarding school, opened as
a boys’ school in 1865 and becoming co-educational in 1999.
The school has an interesting list of alumni, including several
sportsmen that enjoyed the extensive facilities you have already
seen. Famous former pupils include the Formula One driver
Jolyon Palmer and England U20 Rugby Union players Henry
Taylor and Sam Smith.
You will emerge through the school gates to reach a junction
with Horseshoe Lane. Turn left to reach the pedestrian crossing
and then use this to cross over Horseshoe Lane.
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8 Horseshoe Lane Crossing to End

Beyond the farm buildings, the path leads you through a tunnel
of trees, emerging out to a T-junction with a vehicle track. Turn
right to continue on the signed public bridleway which leads to a
whitewashed brick and tile-hung cottage on your left. You will
see a junction of paths at this point. Ignore the stile on your
right, instead keep straight ahead on the enclosed bridleway
path.
As you reach Norther Farm (on your right), dog-leg right and
then left to join the tarmac driveway. Follow this driveway for
about 500 metres to reach a junction with Guildford Road.
Cross over to the far pavement with care, turn left for about 20
metres and then turn right through the gate-side gap to join the
signed public footpath.
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After crossing the road, turn left and then right to join the signed
public footpath. Follow the stone footpath between garden
boundaries, and then leading you between more of the fenced
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school grounds. Keep ahead on the obvious enclosed footpath,
crossing a small sleeper bridge then turning left and later
turning right. You will now have a large fenced school playing
field on your right.
Just before you reach the end of this playing field, you will see a
stile on your right and a waymarker post on your left. Ignore
this, instead keep ahead for 20 metres to reach the field corner
and turn right to continue with the fenced field on your right. At
the far end, keep ahead past an old concrete stile and continue
with a stream and garden properties to your left. You will
eventually emerge out to a junction with a residential road.
Cross to the far pavement and turn left along this. Where the
road bends away to the left, simply keep ahead on the tarmac
footpath, soon reaching a footpath crossroads. Turn right and
this path leads you directly to the Church of St Nicholas in
Cranleigh. Fork right through the wall gap to join the tarmac
path entering the churchyard. At the path junction, turn right to
pass through the churchyard with the church immediately on
your left.
The Church of St Nicholas has existed on this site since 1170,
although the current building dates from the mid-1300s. The
church has an unusual smiling cat gargoyle, situated on a pillar
inside the church. This is said to have inspired the author Lewis
Carroll, who lived in nearby Guildford, to create the character
The Cheshire Cat within his book, Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland.

Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing.
We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers
of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like all
outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no
responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal
accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. We
cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies that result from
changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of
any changes to the routes so that we can correct the information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the
following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof
jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a
compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the
weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and
do not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect
your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/
mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard.
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any
traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and
dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you
set out.

After passing the front door of the church, simply keep ahead on
the tarmac path and leave the churchyard via the large stone
lychgate. Turn right for a few paces to reach the main village
road and turn right to join the pavement. After just 300 metres,
you will come to The Richard Onslow on your right for some
well-earned hospitality.
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